Long-term results after cemented revision of the femoral component in total hip arthroplasty.
The need for revision total hip arthroplasty has been increasing. The early results have been poor, and different revision techniques have been introduced. We report our results of 84 consecutive cemented first-time revisions of femoral components performed from 1981 through 1988 using a long-stem revision component. The average time to follow-up was 11.4 years (range, 7.9-15.0 years). Patients with 47 revisions had died; 2 of these had been rerevised. Two additional patients were lost to follow-up for other reasons. Of the living patients, 12 had been rerevised, leaving 23 patients (23 hips) for complete follow-up evaluation, including clinical and radiographic assessment. Of 23 patients, 15 reported no pain, 4 had only slight pain, and 4 had more severe pain. In 4 cases, there were definite radiographic signs of loosening of the femoral component. Kaplan-Meier survivorship analysis showed an overall 10-year survival of the femoral component of 77.9%. Using rerevision because of aseptic loosening or definite radiographic loosening as endpoint, the 10-year survival was 80.7%. Simple recementation is well indicated in elderly patients with only minor bone loss.